
 

OPEN DAY 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  
 

 

 Is the Headmistress planning to retire 
shortly? 

Yes, in December 2020. Her successor is Mr Christopher Wolsey, the 
Deputy Headmaster, who will take over the Headship in January 2021. 

How many pupils are there in the 
Senior School, excluding Sixth Form? 

Around 585 in the Senior School. 

What is the ratio of boys to girls in the 
Senior School? 

It’s close to 50/50.  In Senior 8 we have slightly more girls than boys; 
in Senior 7 slightly more boys than girls; but overall there is a good 
gender balance across the Senior School.  

How big is the Sixth Form? Around 160. 

 How many places are available at 11+ 
entry 

Around 100. Intakes over the last year or two have been a little larger 
than this, reflecting unprecedented interest in IPS. 

 How many children proceed from your 
Prep School to the Senior School each 
year? 

Our Prep 6 cohort is two-form (48) and we would normally expect 
30-40 pupils to proceed to the Senior School each year. There is no 
automatic progression and Prep 6 pupils sit the same Entrance 
Examinations as our external candidates. 

 Will there be places in other year 
groups? 

Our main intake is 11+ but sometimes there are occasional vacancies 
for places at 12+, 13+ (Common Entrance) and 14+. 

 How large are classes? Mixed-ability groups vary between 20 and 24; ability grouping (e.g. in 
French and Mathematics in Senior 7) is between 14 and 24; options 
for I/GCSE vary between 14 and 24. 

What Scholarships do you offer? Scholarships are available in Drama, Music and Sport at 13+ for 
internal candidates in the Senior 8 year, along with any external 
candidate applying for a place for Senior 9 entry in 2021, who is able 
to demonstrate outstanding ability in one of these fields.  

Do you offer Scholarships at 11+? 
 

No. However, Richard Hastie-Smith Music Awards are open to 
candidates applying for Senior 7 entry who are able to demonstrate 
outstanding musical potential. Each award, which runs for two years, 
entitles the recipient to receive paid individual tuition at School on a 
nominated instrument and significant support from School of Music. 

Do you offer Bursaries? Yes. A limited number of Bursaries, which are means tested, is 
available on entry to the Senior School at the age of 11 and 16. For 
further information about Scholarships and Bursaries, please contact 
the Registrar: registrar@ibstockplaceschool.co.uk  

 Destinations of Sixth Formers This information is included, both for 2020 and for 2013-2020, in 
‘Leavers’ Destinations’ pdfs on the Virtual Open Day page of the 
website. We have an increasing number of leavers heading to study in 
universities overseas, e.g. USA, Canada and continental Europe.  

 How many go to Oxbridge? Around three or four annually, to read a variety of subjects including: 
Engineering; Civil Engineering; English Literature; History; Human, 
Social and Political Science; Modern Languages; Law; Mathematics; 
Physics; Psychology. Please see ‘Leavers’ Destinations 2013-2020’. 
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 Are there after school arrangements for 
the completion of Prep, and activities?  

Study Hall, which is supervised by teaching staff, runs from 4.15-
6.00pm each day and is preceded by tea.  The Library remains open 
after 4.00pm and there are many clubs and activities after school. The 
final minibus of the day leaves School at 6.10pm. School closes at 
7.00pm. 

 Is the Refectory crowded at lunchtime? The Prep School and Senior School are run as discrete schools. The 
Prep School has lunch and is back in lessons before the Senior School 
goes to lunch. The new Refectory, which opened in January 2020, has 
revolutionised dining space provision and amply accommodates pupil 
and staff at lunchtime. 

 How do you arrange tutor groups? From S7- S10 pupils are in vertical House tutor groups (different Year 
groups together) in order to offer the greatest benefits of a 
companionable and aspirational environment. 

 How easy is it to get to School by public 
transport 

The school runs a pro bono shuttle service to and from Barnes Railway 
Station.  Bus routes along Roehampton Lane service Barnes, 
Chiswick, Clapham, East Sheen, Fulham, Hammersmith, Kingston, 
Putney, Southfields and Wimbledon. Many children walk or cycle to 
School and we have several bike parks on the campus for secure 
storage. 

What about pupils with learning 
difficulties?  
 
 

We are able to offer short-term support for pupils, on a ‘fees for 
service’ basis, who have a learning difficulty but who are able to access 
the full curriculum. Some of these pupils have special Access 
Arrangements for public examinations. Our SENCO (Special 
Educational Needs Coordinator) is Mrs Christine Young. If you 
would like an answer to a specific question concerning learning 
difficulties, Mrs Young may be contacted via email: 
cyoung@ibstockplaceschool.co.uk    

 Does School experience any difficulty 
with the students on the nearby 
University of Roehampton campus? 

Never. Students are mostly nocturnal creatures; our Lawrence 
Campus neighbours are rarely to be seen or heard! 

 

Additional Notes  

 PE and Games are taught in single-sex groups and the high teacher-pupil ratio offers 
pupils much individual support 

 Teachers always direct the classroom seating of pupils and their grouping during group 
work. 

 Staff are aware of the learning needs of boys and girls, and classroom strategies based on 

teaching principles, led by the Master in charge of Teaching and Learning, ensure that the 
needs of all pupils are met through differentiation 

 
 

Unanswered question?  

If you have a question that has not been answered on the Virtual Open Day page or from 
these FAQs, please email the Registrar: registrar@ibstockplaceschool.co.uk and we shall be 
pleased to answer it. 
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