
 

English 
 
Your experience of English at IPS will broadly fall into two strands: what we teach 
you in the classroom and the wide range of co-curricular activities we offer pupils 
beyond the classroom.  
 
Our Senior 7 curriculum is lively and varied. Each half-term you will study a new 
topic, covering drama (including Shakespeare), poetry, a novel, and short stories. We 
have taken care to choose texts that we think will appeal to you. For example, the 
novel we study is a mystery story that will intrigue and confound you to the very 
end. Our selection of poetry explores life in London but our chosen poems offer a 
view of the city that most of us never see in our day-to-day lives. There are also lots 
of opportunities to be creative; you will write short stories, poems, speeches, and 
lots more besides. Of course, we consistently prioritise grammar, spelling and 
punctuation, but we do so in ways that are fun, relevant and engaging.  
 
Beyond the classroom we offer clubs, competitions and workshops to help you take 
your English skills further. Our creative writing club, Inklings, is aimed at all you 
budding writers. If you enjoy writing stories, or just want to develop your writing 
skills, this is the place for you. You may even find yourself writing for our nationally 
acclaimed magazine, The Wall! Meanwhile, our Public Speaking club offers you the 
opportunity to take part in a range of events, from performing Shakespeare, to 
debating, to reciting poetry. A particular highlight of our calendar is our poetry recital 
competition for National Poetry Day, with lots of prizes to be won! There are also 
drama and writing workshops, as well as competitions, both within school and at a 
local and even national level. Many of the winners from last year’s competitions 
came from Senior 7, so we encourage you to get involved.  
 
 



 

 

Mathematics 
 
Welcome to Mathematics! When you join IPS in Senior 7, you will begin a journey 
on which you may continue for the rest of your life!  
 
So, your first couple of weeks of Senior School Maths lessons at IPS are designed to 
inspire you and will begin with an investigation called ‘Caterpillars’. It’s an odd 
sounding name, you may think, but this project will take you into some important 
work on number sequences. Afterwards, you will settle into the study of some fun 
and challenging maths on four main areas: number, algebra, shape and space, and 
data handling.  
 
Later in the year, we shall prepare you for a national competition, in which all Senior 
7 take part, called the ‘UKMT Junior Maths Challenge’. Here, you will have the 
opportunity to win gold, silver and bronze awards. Depending on how well you do, 
you may find yourself progressing to the next stage of the ‘National Olympiads’ and 
‘Kangaroo’ competitions. We finish the academic year with an investigation into 
coding and you will be able to have a go at designing your own coding machine. You 
will also discover some fascinating history about coding, such as the ‘Caesar Shift’ 
code which was used by Julius Caesar in his private correspondence. 
 
Many clubs are run by the Mathematics Faculty, including Chess and Backgammon 
Clubs, and Pythagoras Club where solve puzzles and play strategy games. 
 
 



 

Science 
 
What do you think Science is about? Colours and smells in a test tube? Wires and 
lightbulbs in a circuit? Bugs under the microscope? Well, we certainly do all of that. 
But Science isn’t so much what you do, but how you do it. At IPS we are going to 
teach you how to think like a scientist. We will encourage you to observe the world 
and to question why it works as it does. We will teach you how to turn your questions 
into scientific experiments and we will also help you to communicate your ideas to 
others.  
 
Don’t worry if you haven’t studied much Science before because you have probably 
done a lot more than you think. If you’ve ever baked a cake or watched what happens 
when you drop an ice cube into a fizzy drink then you’ve done some science. If you 
have ever wondered why the sky is blue or where the sugar goes when you put it in 
your tea then you are already thinking like a scientist.  
 
In Senior 7 you will be taught how to plan and carry out your own experiments and 
how to find answers from the observations that you make. We shall teach you how 
to work safely and you will then be let loose with the Bunsen Burners and the test 
tubes! During your first year you will be investigating the cells that are the basis of 
all life, the forces that help move us around and how we can turn one substance into 
another. You will also learn how to work out what is happening to something even 
if it’s invisible. And, if you are still inquisitive after all that, there is a Science Club 
where you can experiment some more.   
 
 



 

French 
 
Each Ibstonian learns to speak, write and understand French.  When you arrive in 

Senior 7 you may already have learnt French vocabulary at your Primary or Prep 

School, or you may arrive knowing none at all; you may be one of a lucky few who 

are able to speak the language fluently already. Whatever your level, your French 

teachers will make sure your lessons are busy, productive, interesting and fun.   

All pupils have a textbook and a workbook that you will use in lessons and for prep.  

You will learn to understand French grammar and use different linguistic structures 

to help you communicate effectively. In lessons, you will be encouraged to 

participate in different activities, including games, songs, competitions, even writing 

poetry, to help you memorise new words and pronounce them correctly. You will 

learn about the customs and cultures of different French-speaking countries, singing 

French Christmas carols in December, or making Poisson d’Avril on the 1st April. 

You will practise speaking every-day, conversational French with your classmates. 

At the end of Senior 7 we celebrate the language with French Day, when all Senior 

7 spend the afternoon in costume, participating in various activities, such as a French 

quiz or a Pétanque tournament (a game you may know as ‘boules’).  The costumes 

in past years have been very inventive and pupils have made a tremendous effort to 

create something original. There are prizes for the most creative and pupils have 

dressed as the Eiffel Tower, a Renault car, even a croissant! All pupils sit the IGCSE 

French examination after five years of study and everyone (yes, everyone!) does really 

well and many go on to study French at university or to use it in their jobs.  It is the 

one foreign language that all of us share here at IPS. 

 
 



 

Latin 
 
You probably know about Roman gods, and mythology too. In Senior 7 Latin, you 

will find out more about the Romans, their city and their society; but most of all you 

will learn about the gods, heroes such as Hercules and Romulus, and many stories 

about them. While learning more about this mythology, you will study the language 

spoken by the Romans: Latin. You will read simple tales about the gods and heroes 

written in Latin, picking up new vocabulary and grammar as you go along.  

To begin with you’ll find out the difference between the Greek and Roman names 

for the gods and you’ll read some stories about their escapades, like how Saturn had 

an odd taste for eating his own children, or how Venus and Vulcan were caught 

doing something naughty in Vulcan’s workshop. You’ll meet some Latin vocabulary 

that will help you read and write some sentences in Latin about these gods.  

Then you will move on to find out about some of the heroes that the Romans valued 

and explore why they valued them. Why did the Romans like Hercules? Who were 

Horatius, Cocles and Cloelia and why did the Romans think so highly of them? While 

you’re finding out about these people, you’ll expand your language skills to 

understand how subject and object are identified in Latin and how adjectives are 

used to tell us more about nouns. Finally you will begin to explore how verb endings 

work in Latin, all the time increasing your vocabulary so that you can become an 

expert in no time at all! 

 
 
 



 

Mandarin 
 
When you start Senior 7 at IPS you will start to learn Mandarin Chinese.  Mandarin 
is very different from the European languages you may have learnt in your previous 
school; however, you will be quick to hear and copy the different tones of the 
language so you will soon be communicating with your teacher and classmates.  The 
written language is very different from ours and you will learn to write and recognise 
many Chinese characters; there is a different symbol for every word. Practising 
Chinese calligraphy in Mandarin Club will help you to appreciate the beauty of 
Mandarin Chinese characters.  Every character has its own story, to help you 
remember it.  
 
You may have heard about the Great Wall of China, seen pictures of the spectacular 
terracotta army, or even watched videos of Panda bears eating long shoots of 
bamboo.  Chinese culture, both ancient and modern is fascinating, rich in traditions 
and art, with an exciting history and we celebrate all this in lessons.  Some of the 
traditional festivals that we celebrate every year at IPS include Chinese New Year, 
when we organise different activities, including assemblies and competitions. The 
Mandarin teachers organise cookery workshops, where some of you will learn to 
make delicious Chinese dumplings.  The Dragon Boat and Moon Festivals are also 
important; we celebrate the latter with a taste of delicious Moon cake.   
 
Those of you who will choose to continue studying Mandarin after Senior 7 become 
part of an elite group nationally and we are particularly proud of former pupils who 
have gone on from IPS to study Mandarin at university. 
 
 



 

Geography 
 
Geography offers you an unique opportunity to see the world in full. Studying 
Geography means exploring places, taking you to the hustle and bustle of the world’s 
booming and vibrant mega cities with their glass clad superstructures, to extreme 
cold and hot environments, and to the centre of the world’s most ferocious and 
deadly natural disasters. Through Geography you will discover how the world works, 
how countries and places are connected, and how physical forces have shaped our 
planet over millions of years. 
 
Geography offers new insight into some of the biggest challenges facing us today, 
whether it’s climate change, wildfires, or global pandemics. Geographers are critical 
thinkers and problem solvers, they must be both innovative and creative when 
working on solutions. Geographers use maps, graphs and digital technology to 
analyse the complex connections that exist between people and places. They are 
interested in what makes a place, what passes through a place, and who inhabits or 
controls a place. In this way Geographers can see many different points of view. 
 
In the years to come, expect to learn about the big ideas and awesome forces that 
influence our world. You will learn about the physical geography of hazards, rivers, 
oceans, mountains, deserts, glaciers and rainforests, and about the human geography 
of globalisation and all that it entails. Geography will help you makes sense of the 
world; in fact, Geography will change the way you look at the world forever.   
 
 



 

 

History 
 
In Senior 7 you will be taken through a thrilling story of Britain during the medieval 
period.  It starts with some of the bloodiest battles in English history: the Battle of 
Stamford Bridge and the better-known Battle of Hastings.  Following that, we learn 
how the victorious Normans put their own particular stamp on England, including 
a study of the amazing eleventh-century English census known as the Domesday 
Book.  We also do a special investigation into whether King John has really been 
given an unfair image. Was he really the “bad King John” that everyone seems to 
remember?   
 
We go on to learn about how the Black Death infected and ravaged England during 
the fourteenth-century, learning about all the dreadful symptoms that you could 
expect to suffer should you be unlucky enough to catch one of the two strains of 
the Black Death.  We then go on to study one of the most violent episodes in 
medieval England: the Peasants’ Revolt.  We find out what caused the peasants to 
revolt in the first place and how it ended (not so well for the peasants!). 
 
In the Summer Term we turn our attention to a particular theme in history, known 
as ‘The Crusades’.  We study in great detail the First, Second and Third Crusades.  
This includes the colourful figures of Richard the Lionheart and Saladin.  We finish 
this part of our study by looking at the extraordinary episode of the Children’s 
Crusade, which unfortunately did not have a very happy ending for most of the 
children involved.  Later in the Summer Term we divert our attention into looking 
at aspects of the medieval church and specific fascinating topics, including medieval 
festivals and whether Robin Hood actually existed.   
 
As we progress through this rich historical story we are going to hone our skills as 
historical detectives, asking the extent to which we can trust evidence from the past 
and also thinking about how we communicate our ideas and arguments.   
 
The utter madness and ferocity of the Medieval period await you ! 
 
 



 

Ethics, Rhetoric and Debate 
 
“Does free speech have limits?” “Is it immoral to eat meat?” Ethics, Rhetoric and 
Debate will equip you with the tools you need to answer questions like these, and to 
think critically and engage meaningfully with real world issues using written and 
spoken words. You will learn how to create structured, logical arguments with 
evidence and impact, which are generally presented in the form of individual 
speeches or debates. You will be introduced to formal debating rules and skills, 
mainly in the British Parliamentary Format. You will learn to listen and deconstruct 
the arguments of others as well as creating your own. 
 
A key focus in Senior 7 is learning effective public speaking and developing what are 
called ‘rhetorical techniques’. You will find your own style and develop the 
confidence to speak passionately in front of an audience on a variety of topics.  
 
Debating is used as a tool to examine complex issues stemming from the study of 
ethics. These debates encompass both abstract philosophical ideas (ways of thinking 
about the world and what we can know about it) and real world issues surrounding 
politics, religion and society. You will be challenged by topics and perspectives you 
might not have considered before, and learn valuable research skills through 
preparation for your debates. 
 
The course culminates in two examined qualifications. In the summer term of Senior 
Seven, you will take the English Speaking Board’s Senior Introductory Certificate in 
which you are assessed on your ability to deliver a presentation to an audience and 
your reading of both a poem and a prose extract to the visiting examiner.  
 
Through the skills learnt, you will emerge a more confident speaker with a basket of 
transferable skills to apply in the classroom and beyond. 
 



 

History of Art 
 
Our Senior 7 History of Art Course gives you the opportunity to travel the globe 
and explore aspects of all your other Senior 7 subjects through fabulous and 
engaging art and architecture. Over this half-year course we aim to lead you on a 
beguiling journey through the wonderful, cross-curricular nature of this subject, 
setting you up as an art-lover for life! 
  
We begin with our ‘Classical Civilisation’ module, thinking about how artists bring 
characters and stories to life and studying some awe-inspiring images of the mighty 
Hercules. Then we move on to our ‘History’ module where we cruise into Medieval 
Europe to learn what art can tell us about religious beliefs, practices and the 
Crusades.  
 
We then leap in time and place to fifteenth-century Italy for our ‘Geography’ 
module, where a precious map holds secrets to Venice’s unique character and past. 
Our ‘English Language’ module gives you the opportunity to use paintings of 
London, a city so familiar to us, as the starting point for your own creative writing.  
 
We learn how beauty and Mathematics have been intrinsically bound together for 
hundreds of years and follow this with an opportunity for you to take on a semi-
independent ‘Cultural study’, looking at artworks from Mexico, China, England, 
Germany and Italy. After a brief foray into the surprising relationship between 
‘Science and Art’ (can you think of any possible connections as you read this?) the 
course comes to a harmonious end as we bring together a brief history of Music 
alongside the history of art and think about artistic and musical ‘style’. 
 
 



 

Art  
 
Art and Design can be powerful in expressing ideas and communicating meaning, 
and in Senior 7 Art lessons you will explore three projects around an overall theme 
of ‘Nature’.         

 
You will begin by drawing and photographing various natural objects from direct 
observation, recording what you can see as closely as possible. This will equip you 
with techniques and skills that will allow you to flourish over the rest of the year.  

 
You will examine ways in which natural objects have been used in art from a variety 
of times and cultures, from closely observed natural forms by Albrecht Dürer in 
Renaissance Germany to the delicate flower paintings of Georgia O’Keefe in 
twentieth-century America.   

 
Nature has inspired artists to develop patterns so you will look, in particular, at 
patterns in Islamic Art and how these forms have been applied in architecture. 
  
You will be shown how to use different materials and media for making your own 
inspired art: drawing, collage, printmaking, painting, textiles and sculpture. 
 
You will be able to use photographs, observational drawings and your own 
imagination in order to collect ideas as well as taking inspiration from digital gallery 
exhibitions.  

 
Have a go!  
 



 

Drama 
 
Drama lessons at IPS take place in one of our professionally-equipped spaces in the 
Theatre.  You will work collaboratively with your new friends to perform engaging 

stories, be guided on how to use your voice, face and body to communicate with 

an audience and cultivate stage presence and confidence.  Lessons are mainly 

practical; however, you will also learn key terminology and theory which allows you 
to take your performances to the next level.  

 
In the Autumn Term you’ll be challenged to create a character on a school trip where 
something surprising and completely unexpected happens... Your group will have to 
decide on how your characters will deal with the difficulties in their way.   

 
In the Spring Term you’ll travel back in time to learn the origins of classical theatre 
and how to perform as part of a chorus. You will create your very own docudrama, 
playing the role of a reporter presenting your findings, exploring life as a playwright 
at The Festival of Dionysus, and presenting an ancient myth.   
 
In the Summer Term your voice will get a rest as you discover the art of mime. You 
will create your own character, but, taking inspiration from Marcel Marceau and 
Charlie Chaplin, you will have to tell your story entirely through body language. At 
the end of the year you will get to perform your act in full costume!  

 

All budding actors are invited to audition for the Lower Senior production, mounted 
at the end of the Summer Term. Here, you will have the opportunity to put all you 
have learned over the year into action in a fully-staged show. 
  

 
 



 

Music 
 
In Senior 7 Music lessons you will be equipped with all of the skills you need to 
access all that musical life at IPS has to offer. Lessons take place in the brand-new 
School of Music and your class will be taught in two small groups.  
 
There will be plenty of opportunities for practical music-making through 
performance (especially singing!) and composition. We place a real emphasis on 
music theory because we know that it is the best tool for opening musical 
opportunities. Every pupil will be able to try a brass instrument (either the trumpet, 
trombone or euphonium), with the aim of taking it up permanently and making it 
into the Senior 7 Brass Ensemble.  

 
By the end of Senior 7 you will be fluent in musical notation, be able to sight-read 
complex rhythms and write them down by ear, be able to describe in detail a wide 
range of music using technical vocabulary and unpick the secrets used by composers 
to put a piece together, and you will have improved hugely as a singer.   
 
Outside of lessons, you can join a dizzying variety of ensembles and bands to 
perform anything from Beethoven to Bruno Mars. There is a dedicated Senior 7 
Choir, many of whose participants join the 120-strong IPS Singers to perform at the 
annual Carol Services and go away together on tour every year. Previous tour 
destinations have included Prague, Brussels, Venice, Washington DC, Paris, New 
York, Rome and Barcelona. 
 
 



 

Computing 
 
During Senior 7, you will have a Computing lesson once a week. In these lessons, 
you will study a wide range of skills that span IT, Digital Literacy and Computer 
Science. It is a practical course, during which you will be encouraged to be creative 
and innovative.   
 
The ‘How Computers Work’ topic explores the science and engineering that make 
our computers work. You will have the opportunity to take apart a computer, learn 
how to read binary code, and understand how to build a network.   
 
Alongside gaining an understanding of how computers work, you’ll also discover 
how computers ‘think’. In the ‘Computational Thinking’ topic, you will learn how 
to solve a problem like a computer, exploring the five main steps of computational 
thinking and how to apply these to multiple programming challenges. During this 
module, you will also develop your coding skills in two different programming 
languages: JavaScript and HTML.   
 
The final topic is ‘Robotics’. In this topic, you will use the Micro:bit to create digital 
circuits. Using the Python programming language, you will create programs, that can 
manipulate lights, speakers and motors. Working in small groups, you will use these 
new skills to design and create a robot. Your group will experiment with different 
fabrication techniques including 3D modelling and creating vector images.  
 
There are three co-curricular clubs: Physical Computing; Young Developers; and 
Girls Computing. Physical Computing combines skills learnt in both Computing and 
Design Technology. Each term we will design and make a new project. You can also 
use this club to make use of the equipment in the Innovation Centre, including the 
3D printers, laser cutter and CNC Router. Young Developers is for anyone who 
loves programming. You can explore languages beyond those covered in lessons by 
making games, applications and building websites. Girls Computing is just for girls! 
We create websites, learn new programming languages and build fun and useful 
applications.   
 
 



 
 

Design and Technology  
 
In Design and Technology you will develop some of the skills, knowledge and 
experiences that are used in the design and manufacture industry. You will take the 
spark of an original idea and use your newly acquired expertise to bring it to 
life!  You will develop presentation skills ranging from free hand sketches, technical 
images on drawing boards as well as using Computer Aided Design (CAD) packages. 
CAD drawings will be used to create products on our state-of-the-art machines. We 
have a newly modified Innovation Suite which houses a laser cutter, a CNC 
(computer numeric controlled) router, three 3D printers, a 3D printer pen, a vinyl 
cutter and a computerised sewing machine; which we shall, of course, train you to 
use safely!    

 
You will complete four projects during S7, each aimed at developing differing skills 
and techniques: 
  
  
Electronic jigsaw: once all of your jigsaw pieces have been placed in the correct order 
a small bulb will light up. This is made using a mixture of practical skills, by means 
of hand tools and electronic components, and is a wood-based project.  
  
Clock: You will be shown how mechanisms, cams, linkages and gears operate and 
will produce your own 3D-printed mechanism using CAD and CAM machines.  
  
Natural World keyring: Using a 2D design programme and a laser cutter, you will 
produce a high-quality keyring inspired by a natural design.  
  
Garden design: In groups, you will learn about horticulture and how it affects our 
surroundings. You will consider differing target groups and produce a detailed 
design and scale model of a garden.  
  
 

  

 
 



 

Sport 
 
At IPS, Senior 7 physical activity is divided into two categories, ‘PE’ and ‘Games’. 
The PE curriculum comprises activities such as swimming, gymnastics, short tennis, 
touch rugby, football, a fitness module and athletics.  
 
In ‘Games’, which take place over an afternoon each week, you will participate in a 
number of the major sports that IPS offers. In the Autumn Term, girls take part in 
netball and the boys play football. In the Spring Term, the girls play hockey and the 
boys rugby. In the Summer Term, both girls and boys play cricket and there are also 
opportunities for you to participate in athletics and develop your skills across a range 
of Track and Field events. You will compete for your House in our annual Track 
and Field Day which sees pupils run, jump, leap and throw for individual and House 
honours.  
 
Fixtures take place against a variety of schools and we always try to field a number 
of teams to encourage participation across the range of sporting ability. 
 
We look forward to our teams progressing in tournament and cup competitions and 
we have enjoyed individual and team success in recent years in a variety of sports. 
You may join some of our top sports achievers and earn county or even national 
honours, or you may just prefer to play sport for its own enjoyment and the 
confidence and personal development it may bring.  
 
 
 
 



 

The Library 
 
It is hard not to be wowed by the Library. It is a stunning sanctuary in the centre of 
the School across two floors where you can study in peace or escape from it all with 
a good book. It even has its own spiral staircase.  
 
You might visit the Library to do Prep at the study desks or curl up with a book in 
one of the comfy armchairs. The floor to ceiling windows make the space feel light 
and spacious and look out onto the School’s ‘woods’. When the weather turns in late 
autumn, the cosy appeal of the Library is hard to resist.  
 
The Librarian Ms Cleaves’ aim is to find the right book for every pupil and with over 
15,000 books, there is certainly plenty to choose from! There are also magazines and 
DVDs. She also runs a range of exciting initiatives to develop your reading for 
pleasure. You may win a prize in challenges like the House Reading competition and 
Summer Book Bingo.  
 
If you’re a Potter fan you might like to join in our celebrations for Harry Potter Book 
Night. For 2020 we did tea leaf ‘readings’, quizzes and Potter-themed craft activities. 
Many pupils entered a ‘Spell’ competition using their linguistic flair to create a new 
spell. 
 
You will also have the opportunity to meet authors, which is a brilliant way of 
bringing books to life and finding new favourites. Most recently, Senior 7 and 8 
pupils met the authors Geraldine McCaughrean and Malcolm Duffy as part of our 
World Book Day celebrations. For this year’s National Poetry Day they will see the 
former World Poetry Slam Champion Harry Baker in action. 
 
Another excellent source of reading inspiration is “Book Awards”. At IPS you will 
have the opportunity to take part in the TSBA (Trinity Schools Book Award). This 
is a unique book award programme for Senior 7-9 pupils, which starts in October 
and concludes with an award ceremony in March. You may come to weekly 
Breakfast Book Club, take part in virtual author events and see your work on display 
in a special exhibition of pupil entries for the TSBA creative response competition.  
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