
CO-CURRICULAR 
MATTERS

“The extra-curricular 
programme is outstanding 
across the school and 
contributes strongly to pupils’ 
personal development.” 
ISI report (2019)

IBSTOCK PLACE SENIOR SCHOOL

At Ibstock Place School, we pride 
ourselves in offering all pupils the 
opportunity to extend themselves in 
myriad ways outside the classroom. 
Nurturing pupils’ personal and social 
development beyond their academic 
studies brings its own intrinsic 
rewards. We aim to foster artistry, 
creativity, communication and co-
operative working, developing 
persistence and resilience through 
participation in drama, music, sport 
and many other fields of activity, as 
well as promoting other transferable 
skills which will prove of enduring 
value in their later lives. 

But all the studies also show that 
those pupils who engage fully in co-

curricular activities are very often 
the ones whose academic progress 
benefits to the greatest extent 
too. Whole person development 
leads to a virtuous circle of positive 
personal growth and academic 
accomplishment. 

Engaging with our co-curricular 
programme not only allows our pupils 
to pursue their existing interests 
and passions but also, crucially, to 
develop new ones. We are ambitious 
for our pupils and they, in turn, 
recognise and appreciate the value 
of taking on exciting new challenges 
and opportunities that our skilled 
staff and other contributors are able 
to provide for them. 

This brochure contains details of 
all that is on offer in the academic 
year ahead. We encourage every 
pupil to get involved and to “think 
outside the box” when selecting 
their co-curricular activities this 
year. Good luck and we wish you 
much enjoyment!
Mr Ross Greenwood



‘INFINITY CLUB’ 

This club offers an exciting way to explore and enjoy 
curiosity in Mathematics. The School enters several 
prestigious competitions each year, including the Hans 
Woyda and UKMT events. Here, you may have a chance 
to compete against pupils from other schools. Your 
mathematical skills will be enhanced by discussing a 
wide range of problems and solutions and topics are 
always appropriately pitched. 

STRATEGY CLUB

Strategy Club offers an opportunity for you to pit your 
wits against each other with an enormous selection of 
puzzles and strategy games. It is a great chance to see 
logic and Mathematics at work in an amusing and highly 
competitive environment!

CHESS

Chess is an exercise of infinite possibilities for the mind, 
one which develops mental abilities used throughout 
life: concentration, critical thinking, abstract reasoning, 
problem solving, pattern recognition, strategic planning, 
creativity, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation, to name a 
few. We welcome Grand Masters and newcomers alike.

INKLINGS 

This is a creative writing club where you can create 
and share your ideas. We explore different writing 
techniques and experiment with varying styles. Join 
Inklings for the chance to unleash your inner writer! 
Come along to read, write (story writers, novelists and 
poets all welcome), chat, and even enter competitions 
to win thrilling prizes. 

BOOK CLUBS

‘No entertainment is so cheap as reading, nor any 
pleasure so lasting’. This club embraces the infinite 
pleasures of reading for enjoyment and a mutual book 
appreciation with fellow keen readers. Here’s your 
chance to get fresh reading inspiration, peruse new 
arrivals and read in comfy chairs!

EDIS = EDI Society

This is a society that discusses issues related to Equality, 
Diversity and Inclusion. We will be looking at ways to 
promote the principles of EDI around the school, so if 
you want to get involved, celebrate the diversity of our 
community, and have your say in making IPS an even 
better, more equal, fair and inclusive place to be a pupil, 
being your ideas to EDIS. 



SPANISH NATIVE SPEAKERS

If you are a native Spanish speaker, this club provides 
opportunities for you to hone your language skills through 
a variety of social activities. You will enjoy discussion of 
newspaper articles, magazines and films, of which we 
have an excellent selection.

ARABIC LANGUAGE

The Arabic Language Club is meant for both Arabic and 
non-Arabic speakers. We will go through the alphabet 
and discuss general greetings and conversation. Please 
come along and entertain your curiosity about the 
language native to over 28 countries and more than 500 
million people, and see the connections to the Latin-
based languages we use today. 

CHINA CLUB

Chinese culture is rich and colourful. It is one of the oldest 
and most complex in the world, embracing a fascinating 
array of arts, literature and philosophy. In Mandarin Club 
you will learn about Chinese culture – history, traditions 
and customs. Come to find out more about this fascinating 
language and country!

LINGUISTICS

Linguistics Club meets once a week to delve into 
the science of language, looking at such disciplines 
as phonetics (sounds), morphology (words), syntax 
(grammar) and semantics (meaning).  You will find yourself 
discovering the many things that languages have in 
common, as well as some fascinating differences.

CLASSICS

If you are interested in mythology, classic literature, 
Ancient Greece and Rome, or other aspects of the 
antiquated Mediterranean world, the Classics Club at 
IPS offers a place to have open discussions with others 
who share a passion for the classics.  Classics Club 
brings people together to gain a better understanding 
of the ancient cultures from which the field of classics 
is derived.

SPINEBREAKERS

Spinebreakers book club is a great place to meet with 
fellow book-lovers and talk about great books. It is a 
relaxed environment focused on those that love books  
or want to learn more about how to love them.



SCIENCE BOOK CLUB

Come to explore an exciting new world of popular 
science books! What makes a psychopath?  How is your 
body like a fish’s?  Can we make a zombie in the real 
world?  Each half term we will read and review a different 
book, exploring the themes discussed within.

THINK!

‘Think’ is a weekly discussion of philosophical, ethical, 
political, logical or topical issues. It’s a club for those who 
like ‘big talk’ (as opposed to small talk). 

ART ‘POP’

Why not ‘POP’ in for a bite sized morsel of art at lunch 
time on a Wednesday? Each week we will take a fun and 
fizzy look at one artwork and enjoy looking, thinking and 
speaking about art together! 

ARTICULATION

Fine tune your looking, thinking and speaking about art 
in this enjoyable Sixth Form club. Take part in a School 
heat to test your mettle and maybe even progress to the 
external heats in this national public speaking competition 
for 16-19 year olds.

TSBA BREAKFAST BOOK CLUB

Meet in the Great Hall for breakfast and book chat. Delve 
deeper into this year’s Trinity Schools Book Awards titles 
once a fortnight and debate the merits of each before 
choosing your favourite.

HISTORY CLUB

Come to explore periods of history that you may know 
nothing about! Just to tempt you, past explorations 
have included code-breaking, making historical 
documentaries, researching family history and recreating 
World War I trenches.

CREATIVE PERFORMANCE

Love literature and performing? Creative Performance 
Club offers the opportunity to have fun while preparing 
for two exciting competitions: Poetry by Heart, for which 
you choose, memorise and recite a poem, and the ESU’s 
Performing Shakespeare, which gives you the chance 
to bring alive a scene from one of Shakespeare’s plays. 



BACK-GAMMON

Back-gammon is a board game that involves strategy and 
keenness. It has several forms of rules and approaches 
and, like life, involves a bit of luck and a lot of skill. Come 
along and improve your skills on the field of the battle for 
Back-gammon!

SCIENCE CLUB 

Have you ever wondered…

…why is slime slimy?
…why some solutions can make gigantic bubbles?
…why some reactions produce heat, light and sound?
…how much mass a plastic bag can actually carry? 

Do you have any burning questions that you think the 
Science Club can answer?

We shall look at science beyond the classroom and 
endeavour to answer your questions through practical 
work and discussion. 

PHYSICS/ENGINEERING CLUB

Physics/Engineering club is an opportunity to take things 
apart, tinker and re-make. Build a robot or a computer. 
Make a harmonograph or a hovercraft. Invent. Create. 
Discover and understand better what makes things work 
in the first place.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

From computer aided design to 3D printers, VR headsets 
to a programmable sewing machine, IPS has the most 
wonderful equipment for you to try out. Learn to get to 
grips with the technology in the Workshop under the 
encouraging supervision of your DT gurus.

CODING CLUB

At Programming Club you can learn a number of 
programming languages, such as, Python, Scratch, HTML, 
Javascript and Java. You can then use the languages 
to write your own code for computer programmes and 
other exciting procedures. 

COMPUTETTES

A coding club just for girls. Engage in fun online coding 
tutorials, learn about role models in tech, and design 
solutions to real-world problems. Women make up 50% 
of the UK workforce but less than 15% of STEM jobs. Let’s 
change that!

PHOTOGRAPHY

At Photoshop Club you will learn the “magic” of 
transforming images. You will find out how to innovate 
with Photoshop’s tools and techniques. Come prepared 
to be artistically creative!



INVESTMENT SOCIETY

Each year, under the tutelage of leading fund manager 
Phoenix Asset Management Partners, Sixth Form pupils 
learn how to analyse companies quoted on the stock 
market and value their shares.  An invaluable guide to 
Value Investing and the importance of saving from a 
young age.

CRAFT CLUB

Craft Club is a fun way for pupils to learn about making 
household objects into works of art. The activities 
are easy, thought-provoking, and educational.  If you 
remember enjoying messing about with clay in nursery 
school, why not come and relive the experience? 
But this time you will be able to use all the different 
techniques of coiling, pinch pot and slab that we are 
going to teach you.

IPS ECO COMMITTEE

Come together each week to help devise and implement 
strategies that will make for a “greener” IPS. If you’re 
green we are keen to welcome you as we work together 
as a school to promote care and protection for our 
magnificent Planet Earth. 

DRAMA CLUB

A fun and creative club for S7 to S9. Join in with games, 
theatre exercises, short scenes and improvisations. Build 
your confidence and boost your imagination. This is your 
chance to take centre stage!

LEGO/MAKE CLUB

Inspires creativity, encourages problem solving and 
facilitates team building whilst having fun with Lego 
bricks and more. We are passionate about providing 
engaging and stimulating workshops that nurture 
innovative minds. Find your inner designer, engineer 
and inventor through Lego/Make Club.

PHYSICAL COMPUTING

This club provides pupils with the opportunity to gain 
new skills in the area of Physical Computing: using 
computer programming to interact with real-world 
objects or devices.



MUSIC

The School takes the performing and expressive arts 
seriously, encouraging all pupils to participate in music-
making and fostering musical ability at every age and 
stage. A solid grounding in the traditions of Western 
classical music, together with experience of modern, 
popular and World Music styles, offers pupils a well-
rounded musical education. We are proud to treat rock, 
pop, jazz and musical theatre as seriously and rigorously 
as classical music. 

ENSEMBLES

Baroque Ensemble, Big Band, Brass Ensemble, Boys’ 
Choir, Clarinet Ensemble, Classical Guitar Ensemble, Flute 
Ensemble, Guitar Ensemble, The Ibstones, IPS Singers, 
Jazz Band, Lower Senior Jazz Choir, Lower Senior Jazz 
Band, Percussion Ensemble, Schola Cantorum, Senior 
7 Choir, String Orchestra, The Ibstones, Woodwind 
Ensemble, Rock and Pop Bands, ad hoc chamber groups. 
Speak to your teachers for more details!

IPS SINGERS

The School Choir has enjoyed successful annual tours to 
Prague, New York, Vienna, Paris, Barcelona and Rome, 
where we sang at St Peter’s Basilica. Closer to home, 
we regularly sing services at Southwark Cathedral, 
Winchester Cathedral and Westminster Abbey and 
Oxbridge College chapels. The choir is some 120–strong 
and caters for every musical ability. 

COMPOSITION AND RECORDING 
CLUB

The School’s Music Technology Studio is designed 
to help you experiment with and improve upon 
your compositional work. Here, soloists, groups and 
ensembles are able to make recordings and CDs. The 
Music Department offers all interested pupils access to 
the very latest computer software and technology. This is 
as much for pupils who want to produce their own music 
for fun as for those studying for IGCSE and A Level. 

THEORY CLUB

Understanding music theory enhances your performing 
skills and helps you to appreciate all aspects of music, 
whether you are playing, singing, composing or listening 
for pleasure. In Theory Club, you can prepare for your 
grade exams or just come along to discover more about 
the building blocks of music.

CONCERT SOCIETY

Each month, we take a group of up to ten pupils into 
London (or sometimes further afield) to watch a concert. 
We are surrounded by professional music-making of 
the highest possible standard, and it is right that Music 
Scholars and non-Scholars alike should take advantage 
of all that the capital has to offer. You can deepen 
your musical knowledge and repertoire, and have the 
programme explained in a short pre-concert talk from 
one of our music teachers over dinner. 



In addition to the co-curricular sports of 
Athletics, Cricket, Football, Hockey, Netball, 
Rugby and Swimming, the following  
co-curricular clubs are on offer:

SPORT

BADMINTON

Badminton is played throughout the year in the Sports 
Hall. Lots of staff enjoy it as well so come and challenge 
a member of staff!

BASKETBALL

This is a tactical sport and provides energetic recreation 
at lunchtime. All welcome. 

CROSS COUNTRY

Train in Richmond Park and exhaust yourself with circuit 
training in the Sports Hall. What better way to have fun!

GOLF

IPS golfers have the opportunity to receive top level 
coaching in small groups at Royal Mid-Surrey Golf Club 
on Sundays. The coaching caters for beginners to more 
advanced players working towards securing or improving 
upon a club handicap. The Golf society also has a number 
of golf-trips over the course year. 

MORNING FITNESS

Start the day with a work out! Fitness and Conditioning 
Club is a popular early morning club which means that 
you have got to be here before breakfast. Bacon and 
eggs taste even better after a round of training. 

TENNIS

You can either play recreationally or competitively on the 
School’s fixture list. Training in the Summer Term may also 
take place after school at the Bank of England Sports 
Ground.

WATER POLO

Water polo has been rated as the “Toughest Sport in the 
World” based on six categories of speed, endurance, 
strength, agility, skill level and physicality. We just think 
it is great fun and a way to keep fit. Either way, why not 
give it a go?



DANCE

Every day after school and on Saturdays we hold 
lessons for all ages of IPS pupils. Pupils may choose 
from the exciting range of lessons listed on Firefly and 
the IPS website. 

IPS Dance staff are highly qualified and can enter pupils for 
a broad range of nationally accredited and internationally 
respected dance examinations, or pupils can just dance 
and keep fit for fun. Many of the senior examinations also 
carry UCAS points. Dance lessons provide training and 
education in dance technique and artistry whilst also 
boosting self-confidence, social skills and well-being. 

On Saturday afternoons we hold the Master Dance 
Programme. This is a “gifted and talented” programme for 
IPS and non-IPS dancers; entry for this is by audition. This 
programme is for dancers who have the ability to take 
their work to a very high standard. Additionally we have 
a range of Holiday Courses and one-off Masterclasses 
with invited specialists to give pupils new insights and 
aspirations. 

DEBATING SOCIETIES

As well as boosting confidence, debating does a great 
deal to develop general knowledge and reasoning skills. 
Indeed, there is good evidence to show that involvement 
in debating can bring real benefits to academic 
performance. At university and beyond, debating is 
regarded as one of the most prestigious of all of the co-
curricular activities and many successful debaters go on 
to find careers in the law, in politics and in other high-
status professions. 

EXPLORERS CLUB

The Explorers Club cherishes its past but is firmly focused 
on the future. It may be no exaggeration to suggest that 
the very existence of our planet will be in the hands of 
the young explorers and scientists being trained today. 
Come and explore the future of our planet together.

HISTORY AND POLITICS SOCIETY 

Are our politicians corrupt or do they good job? Should 
we rejoin the EU? Should we be worried about the rise 
of China? Do we have schools just to train people up 
so that they can make more money for the rich? What 
sort of society do you want to live in? How do you gain 
power and hold onto it? Learn how to rule the country, 
improve your knowledge and thinking skills, and discuss 
interesting and relevant topics. 

TOWNSHEND JOURNALISM

Townshend Journalism Club is run by a group of hard-
working and entrepreneurial pupils whose goal is to 
report the news concerning both the School and the 
wider community. Pupils work together to research, write, 
edit and distribute articles that often make their way into 
our national award-winning magazine ‘The Wall’, entered 
annually for the Shine Media Awards.



DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S 
AWARD MATTERS
What is the Duke of  Edinburgh’s Award? 

At IPS we run Bronze, Silver and Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award. You can select an activity in each of 
the following areas:

Volunteering – helping individuals and the community

Physical Recreation – improving in a physical activity 
such as sport or dance

Skill – developing a personal interest, social or 
practical skill

Expedition – finding your spirit of adventure!

Why do your Duke of  Edinburgh’s Award?

Good question! Because from the first day to the last, 
it’s a real adventure. Every section gives you something 
different – that’s the fun of it!

You’ll enjoy new experiences, discover talents you never 
thought you had, challenge yourself and make lots of 
friends.

Then there’s all the other stuff…

• Achieving a Duke of Edinburgh’s Award will give you 
skills, confidence and a view on life that everyone is 
looking for, from universities to employers.

• You’ll make a difference to other people’s lives and 
your community, be fitter and healthier, meet people 
and have memories to last you a lifetime.

• Above all, it’s great fun – the question should really 
be, why wouldn’t you?



DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S 
AWARD MATTERS

Volunteering

When completing each section of your Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award, you should develop a programme 
which is specific and relevant to you. Volunteering gives 
you the chance to make a difference to people’s lives 
and use your skills and experience to help your local 
community. You can use this opportunity to help an 
individual, become involved in a project or to assist an 
organisation that you care about.

Physical Recreation

Physical activity is enjoyable and improves your health 
and physical fitness. There is an activity to suit everyone 
so choose something you are really interested in, whether 
it be ballet or rugby!

Skill

From astronomy to zoology, developing a skill helps you 
to improve in an activity in which you are really interested 
and gives you the knowledge and confidence to use this 
skill both now and later in life. 

Expedition

The expedition is carried out in groups of five to seven. 
You will be trained on various navigation, planning, 
orientation, and basic survival techniques. You will be 
expected to show that you are able to navigate and 
survive in different situations.

Going on an expedition gives you an opportunity to 
have an adventure, work as a team, and act on your 
own initiative. The expedition can be far away or close 
to home. At Bronze level, we shall not be going too far!
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